FORUID

Wwith this issue we inaugurate what we plan as a continuing .
feature of the Minnesota English Journal, a forum for the expres-
sion of opinions on matters of interest to teachers of English
and the language arts. We hope the first entry in the Forum will
srovoke some replies, and we stand by to provide equal space in
subsequent issues. We'd like to hear from you about modular
scheduling, about the so-called text bock revolution (Hillel
2lack's article in the SatEvePost of October 7 suggests to the
seneral public that not much is going on in the texts used in
aigh school tnglish classes), about integrating speech and the
inglish curriculum. How about teaching simplified or condensed
versions of classies? Or getting more variety in the selection
of texts? Any ideas about Donald K. Smith's proposal to search
out ways to teach about discourse as inquiry? or Anna Lee
Stensland's description of small schools' frustrations? Send
us your polemics, lampoons, ironic commentaries, clarifications,
modest proposals -- anything, short of invective.

Minimum Requirements for Preparation of Teachers in Certain
Teaching Fields

These requirements shall constitute minimum programs of
preparation in the teaching fields to be set up by the colleges.
Each prospective teacher shall have at least the amount of prep-
aration indicated in each of the fields. The standard require-
ments for credits in professional education shall apply except
where requirements are specifically mentioned. All new require-
ments are effective September 13,1968 unless otherwise specified.

(c) English or Language-Arts. The prospective teacher of
English or Language Arts shall have:

(1) A teaching major in English or Language Arts of not
less than 36 semester (54 quarter) hours to include academic
instruction in language, literature, and composition beyond the
freshman English requirement in (aa), (bb), and (cc) below, plus
academic instruction in speech in each of the two following
areas, (1) theory and practice of public address and (2) oral
interpretation or play production and direction, in addition to
such demonstration of speaking proficiency s the individual
institution may normally consider appropriate. This major
should include the following areas: '

24

e — e— .

e

(aa) Expository writing

(bb) The nature of language, and the historical develop~
ment and present structure of the English language, especially as
used in the United States.

(cc) Development of English and @merican Li?eraturi;éif-
tensive study of at jeast one major English orlszizlggg ?ﬁterp;e-
cti i iticism; ana
heory and practice of literary cri m3 )
Eatizz of tﬁe various literary genresS; literature foi adoi:izénts,
jiterature of the 20th century and of at 1=ast one other ¢ Y.

OR:

h or Language Arts of at

ing minor in Englis P
(2) A teaching including academic instruc-

ast 18 semester (27 quarter) hours, incl
11:?.011 in language, literature and compos:.tlor.l beyond thehfr:slér:in
English requifement, plus academic instruction 1n spe:c a
fined in the major in English or Language Arts (c) (1).
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THOSE NEW REGULATIONS

:51d Thorson, St. 0laf College

by Geras.d
I.
regulations for the gertification of

teachers of English in the secondéry schools of Minnesot? w1::

be in effect: the official date is September 1, 19?8. R o mthy
this date is none too soon, for there are few.who w1}l. 3n¥ e
need for more realistic laws stipulating who 1s qualifie oWill
teach Englisn in the classrooms in the state. Not every;nzrd -
agree that the regulations finally adopted by the State to el
Education are the best, or the only, ones for the present Si .
tion. Yet most will agree that this move by the Board is sign

icant,.

Before long the new

Essentially, these regulations will.bring_abo?t an ;?c§§:i§
in the minimum preparation of the Feach;ng major in Eng ;s éssur-
they will put more English majors into:the classr?omi.s eiifical-
ing better~trained teachers and more t?acher§ traine 3 pthe e
1y to teach English, these new regulations WL%l.uﬁgra § -
ing of language, literature, and composition in the sc o &

Perhaps the chief effect of these_reg?lations-will ie ;:va
reduce the number of teachers of English in the state who
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