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LANGUAGE PROGRAMS 
fOR THE SEVENTIES 

J. N. Hook BhJ ___________________ ___. 3ia 

• Mrs' 
(For both ele~entary and secondary teachers, this ar- '68 
ticle looks at current developments in school lan-

guage study by way of an imaginary journey to the fu-

ture. Dr. Hook, professor of English at the Univers-

ity of Illinois, was keynote speaker at the MCTE Fall 

Regional Workshop at Mankato.) 

Corne witb me, please, into the year 1976, the two hund­

redth anniversary of the American Revolution. We shall 

talk about classrooms with programs designed to effect an­

other kind of revolution, a revolution in the teaching of 

the English language--the language of George Washington, 

of Chaucer, Shakespeare, Milton, Whitman, of Lincoln and 

Churchill and Kennedy, the first or second l~nguage of al­

most a billion of the earth's inhabitants in 1976. 

In the 1950 1 s and 1960's it became increasingly appar­

ent to Earthlings that for mutual ease of communication it 

was highly desirable for most or all. to share a common 

tongue. Once Latin had served this .purpose for the well­

educated of the so-called civilized world, meaning, in the 

semantics of that time, in main the countries of Western 

Europe. A scholar could travel in England, Germany, 

France, Italy, Greece, parts of Middle Europe, and Scandi­

navia, and be u~derstood by fellow-scholars in all those 

countries because he and they both knew Latin. He could 

not, however, speak with the peasants or the other un­

schooled ones. Some internationally minded business men 

also used Latin as a medium for conducting their affairs. 

Gradually, though, the use of Latin declined. In the 

days of Spanish power and then of French power, pockets of 

Spanish and French speakers came into existence almost a­

round the globe. And then explorers from some islands 

just west of the European mainland began probing the far 

corners of the earth. Many of them settled abroad--in 

North America, in parts of South America, in Africa, in 

parts of Asia, in Australia. Their language, English, be­

came the official tongue in some of these lands. And peo­

ple in other lands found it useful for them to learn it, 

too. By the early 1960's perhaps as many as a third of 


