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EARLY MORNING HOURS 
The fumbling for a familiar word 
in the afterglow of an affair 
is automatic, a semaohore 
to flash traffic floors below. 

Metal! ic voices rise on elevators 
of air, and cigarette smoke 
in ceiling corners stretches webs 
that brush against the window glass. 

Damp windows grey as these are found 
propned open by bottles in such hotels. 
They mirror nothing more of day 
than night and early morning hours. 

We knowingly come to expect no more 
than looking for small change or cabs. 
We seldom find the words as fresh 
as fragile trees attired in ice. 

CROSSING MINNESOTA BY NIGHT 

Slat houses, a grain elevator and trees 
move in the opened eyes of freight cars 
that pass where siding warps in blue snow. 

2 
A switchman has left his warm car, 
its lights dimmed for flashlight, 
an arm to direct a lack of traffic. 

3 
I have walked along steel rails 
out of grain elevator shadow into bright snow, 
tracking life that fills a drifted ditch. 

4 
When hills are bare trees 
and steeples arise--ancient swords 
thrust into dark earth--
I have counted the miles 
between small, southwestern towns 
by the disappearance of grain elevators. 

5 
Thev catch in a deoarting sun 
the' private destiny of distance. 
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I The English and Education departments at St. Catherine's 
,f are offering a four week Poetry Workshoo from June 18 - July ]3. 
, It is specially designed for eler,entary teachers, and will in-
-, elude both poetic analysis and teaching techniques. 

Sessions will be held each morning and some afternoons. 

I
. The Workshop will be directed by Sister Angela Schreiber; 
, Sister Helen Coughlan will be in charge of the classes. 

* A new collection of poetry by Hilliam D. Elliott, associate 
professor of English at Bemidiji State College,has been publish­
ed by Windfall Press, Chicago. Mapping of the Brain is a record 
of states of mind that start with the author's birthplace in 
Minnesota, range through the South, Europe, and Australia, and 

" end with summers at the sea in Cape Cod and Maine. An article 
,. by Mr. Elliott, "The New Commonwealth: World Literature \.Jrit­

ten in England," appeared in MEJ, Spring 1968. A poem, "Shel 1 
Station Near Detroit Summer,"was printed in the Fall 1968 
issue. 

* 
In view of the current legislative status of a bill (S.F. 

" 1844, H.F. 1779) designed to give the effective power of teach­
), er certification to a commission dominated by members with 

MEA/MFT affiliation, a resolution adopted by the NCTE at its 
national conference in November seems particularly pertinent. 

Although the NCTE resolution is concerned specifically 
i with collective bargaining between teachers and their employ­

ers as negotiated agreements affect working conditions and cur­
riculum in English and language arts instruction, the issue is 
large enough to include teacher preparation and certification. 
At stake is the right to professional self-determination. 

Accordingly, the NCTE resolution proposes:That the NCTE 
appoint a committee to survey the experiences and recommenda­
tions of English and language arts teachers who have been work-

' ing under collective bargaining contracts, with the aim of pub­
lishing information and guidelines for others in the profession 
seeking to bargain for improved programs and teaching conditions 
for English and language arts teachers. 
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