
Poems from a model 

Ode to a Stalk of Corn 
The stalk of corn 
Stands tall and mighty 
Towering above all 
In straight rows 
Going on 
Till the end of the Earth. 
With each little kernel 
Nestled amongst its brothers 

and sisters 
In a cradle of green. 
A light breeze 
A rustle 
Of tassels and silks. 
A sea of yellows 
Greens 
And browns 
Swaying 
Dancing 
Waving to the skies 
A bright blue 
A breeze 
A chirp 
The ears turn 
And listen 
A rustle 
A scampering 
The ears turn 
And listen 
To the melody of nature 
Engulfing the world 

A boom 
A bang 

with her sweet sound. 

A puff of smoke 
Comes out a monster 
Destroying all the beauty in its wake. 
Its armor glinting in the sunlight 
Towering higher than any stalk. 
The monster slowly approaches 
Causing the once mighty stalks 
To fall ot the ground 
Kissing the dirt. 
The corn is brought into the kitchen 
Now a dwarf 
And is stripped of its husk 
And drowned in a boiling pot. 
To be smothered in rich creamy butter 
And sprinkled with 
glistening crystals of salt. 

J3rea1111e }vlordorski, grade 7 
Century Junior High, Forest Lake 
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These two poems were written using Pablo Neruda's "Ode to an 
Artichoke as a model. This poem, as well as odes to other foods such as 
chestnuts, lemons, and salt can be found in Neruda's Elementary Odes 

excerpt from "Ode to an lktichoke" by Pablo Neruda 

The soft-hearted 
artichoke 
put on armor, 
stood at attention, raised 
a small turret 
and kept itself watertight 
under 
its scales ... 
equipped like a soldier, 
burnished 
like a grenade ... 

And one day, 
packed with others, 
in big willow 
baskets, it marched 
through the market 
to act out its dream­
the militia. 
It was never as martial 
in rows 
as at the fair ... 

Ode to an Onion 

The Onion stands 
Mysterious 
While others less complex 
Lie in the shade 
Wondering 
Wondering what could be 
Beneath those layers 
Those layers 
So bitter 
Yet so sweet 

The Onion stands 
At peace 
Knowing that 
all the speculation 
In all the world 
Would not pierce 
to his heart 
Indeed 
Many have tried 
Many have failed 
But only one knows 
The Onion 

The Onion 
At peace 
Is harvested 
And is brought 
in a royal basket 
To the kitchen 
While the Chef 
Prepares to take a life 
The life 
Of an Onion 
Slowly, carefully 
He cuts 
The Onion 
And teary-eyed places it 
In the soup 

The Onion 
Knew that 
while the first layers 
Of his noble self 
Could be peeled away easily 
His heart 
Would always remain 
A secret. 

Sarah Jv1.itchell, grade 7 
Century Junior High, Forest Lake 
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