
Call for Papers for the Minnesota English Journal 

For the Fall 1989 and Winter-Spring 1989 - 90 issues. 

We encourage articles on a wide variety of topics of interest to the 
English profession in Minnesota. Here are some suggested topics -

1. Teaching strategies/classroom activities 
2. Rhetoric /teaching composition 
3. Language issues 
4. Literary theory 
5. Composition research 
6. Literary criticism/analysis with an awareness of teaching 
7. Censorship issues 
8. Teaching critical thinking 
9. Discussions of unique courses or programs in 

English /language arts 
10. Reading - research and pedagogy 
11. Non-fiction literature 
12. Professional issues 
13. Writing-across-the-curriculum 

(particularly descriptions of programs) 
14. Canadian literature for American students 
15. Bibliographies relating to the previous topics 
16. Reviews of current books 
17. Children's literature 
18. American literature 
19. British literature 
20. World literature 
21. Literature for young adults 

Deadlines - Fall 1989 - September 15, 1989 
Winter-Spring 1989 - 90 - December 15, 1989 

We encourage teachers of English/language arts at all levels to submit 
their work to the Minnesota English Journal for possible publication. See the 
editorial statement for further information. 

Send manuscripts to: Richard Dillman, Editor 
English Department 
St. Cloud State University 
St. Cloud, MN 56301 
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Jon Hassler's "Thanatopsis" as Seen by Miles Pruitt in 

Staggerford 

by 
Georgia Sarroub 
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Staggerford, the story of a thirty-five-year-old high school teacher, reveals the humor 
and tragedies in the lives of the people in a small Minnesota town in the late 1970's. 
Behind the simplicity of the plot and delineation of characters emerges superbly the 
theme of death. Dominating the story, this theme is introduced early with a direct 
reference to the words "Thanatopsis,' which brings to mind William Cullen Bryant's 
well-known poem and invites a comparison between his view of death and Hassler's 
view. 

Miles Pruitt teaches English in Staggerford High School and lodges at the house of 
Miss McGee, his ex-elementary school teacher and a devout Christian, who has taught 
in a Catholic grade school for forty-one years. Because Miles was born and has spent 
his life in Staggerford, he knows all the townspeople, the students and staff, and the 
Indians from the neighboring reservation. Staggerford, however, has little to offer for 
excitement to the young and old alike, and Miles, more than anyone else, must fight 
harder against the dullness of everyday life. As the years go by, his loneliness grows 
more acute and plunges him into a quiet despair that becomes part of him, a daily 
companion. 

One day, a modern Indian uprising occurs, during which the Indians occupy the 
Staggerford football field, seeking to avenge the beating of the chief's boy by a white 
student. The whole town is on alert, perhaps for the first time in its history. As the 
Indian affair reaches its climax, Miles, too, reaches his personal crisis, for he encounters 
his final death inflicted by the Bonewoman, the last in a series of women involved with 
him. The other five are, in order of sequence, Miss McGee, Carla Carpenter, Anna 
Thea Workman, Imogene Kite, and Beverly Bingham . 

In addition to the word "Thanatopsis" -the name Miles has intentionally given-to 
Anna Thea- the theme of death is reinforced by multiple references to death, espe­
cially in the first chapter, and, most importantly, with the apparition of the Bonewo­
man, "the scavenger" and "crow, picking over carrion" (42). The presence of the 
Bonewoman foreshadows Miles's death, whereas the wordplay with 'Thanatopsis" is 
cunningly used by the author, who encompasses all the women playing an important 
role in Miles's life in the persona of a female character. One by one these women 




