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8. Work with a partner of the opposite sex. Discuss your perceptions of the 
role of men and women in your story or poem. Write up your observations 
and conclusions. Note what you never observed before because of your own 
gender. 

9. What are the types of oppression in the story? Physical? Social? Emo­
tional? Psychological External? Internal? Race/Class/Gender? 

10. The role played by the society within the culture. Restrictions of the 
protagonist to the social expectations, institutions. Restrictions by the 
White society to the social expectations, institutions: For both cultures: 
resulting in rebellion? defiance? acceptance? accommodation? 

11. How has the awareness of the oppression affected the growth, develop­
ment and change in the protagonist/ speaker? 

12. Dehumanization: to what extent is each character dehumanized? 

13. The irony of the oppression to the oppressor (this could be very difficult). 
How the oppressors are dehumanized 

14. The nature of the protagonist: unheroic? fallible? in what way and why? 

15. "Freedom". How would each of the protagonists define freedom? What 
use would each make of freedom? 

16. To what extent is each of these stories/ poems/ essays a social criticism? 
of the law, the state, the church, the school, the family? 

1 7. Relevance and topicality: how relevant is the work to you here and now? 
To what extent is each work didactic or lyrical in purpose? 

18. Methods of revealing and developing character compare techniques 
among the stories. 

19. Discuss the significant effects of POV in the story (third, first, dramatic); 
discuss the narrator. 

20. Discuss the crisis situation in each-and how the protaginist responds 
(would you have responded differently or the same?) 

21. The significance of settings: time and place. 

22. The significance of beginnings and endings: discuss the opening and 
closing scenes or passages. 

23. Examine three short exchanges between the protagonist and another 
character and comment on the significance. 

24. Comment on strategies used by character to survive conflict, crisis: this 
reveals the philosophy and attitude of the author. 

25. How much are your dreams, ambitions, challenges fashioned by your 
family and culture? 
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From Our Past 

The Fifteenth Annual Spring Conference in Moorhead May 3-4, 1974, 
explored the theme, "I'm Not O.K., You're Not O.K.: The Ethics of Language." 
Professor Keith Gunderson, Department of Philosophy, University of Minne­
sota, was the banquet speaker. Censorship was addressed at the luncheon 
by Irwin Gaines, Director of the Minneapolis Public Library, and Seymour 
Yesner, Consultant in English and Humanities, Minneapolis Public Schools. 

Resolutions revealed MCTE's continued readiness to handle controversial 
issues and lead the profession: 

1. MCTE pledged continued support of the right of all teachers to 
consider materials on all sides of issues, beliefs, and ideas so that 
young citizens might develop the habit of critical thinking, reading, 
listening and viewing, thereby enabling them to develop intellectual 
integrity in forming judgments. 

2. MCTE supported the principle that classroom teachers form the 
majority on any committee or team responsible for teacher certifica­
tion. 

3. MCTE supported legislation designed to ease the levy limitation 
imposed on school districts. 

4. MCTE opposed the voucher plan in legislation. 

5. MCTE invited student program participants to express their 
points of view. 

6. MCTE supported scholarships for students entering four-year 
institutions from two-year colleges. 

President Bernard Raphael set forth these goals for MCTE in 1974-
1975: 

1. To establish a liaison between MCTE and the State Assessment 
Program 

2. To interest more elementary teachers in MCTE affairs by organiz­
ing the Elementary Section 

3. To interest more minorities and women in MCTE work 

4. To involve junior college teachers in MCTE 

5. To expand MCTE publication issues to keep teachers better 
informed. 




