MinDESOTA

enGLish JourpAL

focus SPRING CONFERENCE

First Issue of Academic Year 1977-78

dumber: Volume XIII No. 2

Fall, 1977
Minnesota founaf'c-f{(af[m g/b(zy/[f[



THE HIWNNESOTA COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH

President
Jonn Alexander, St. Scholastica, Duluth

President-Elect
Wayne Slater, University of Minnesota, Ilinneapolis

Immediate Past President
Donna ¥cBrian, St. Louis Park Public Schools

Vice President
Sue Warren, Sunset Terrace Elementary, Rochester

Executive Secretary
Sister Andre Martnaler, Bemidji State University, Bemidji

Assistant Executive Secretary
Mary Jean Kirk, Bemidji Senior High School

Treasurer
Georgia Elwell, Oakland Junior High School, Stillwater

Annual membership of $10.00 for teachers, $1.00 for students.
MCTE is an affiliate of the Hational Council of Teachers of
English, open to elementary, secondary, and college teachers and
others interested in improving the teaching of English. Hember-
ship is available from Sr. Andre iarthaler, 0.S.B., MCTE
Executive Secretary, Bemidji State University, Bemidji,
Hinnesota 55601, Single copies of the iinnesota English

Journal are $1.50. Manuscripts and other correspondence
concerning the MEJ should be sent to Anna Lee Stensland,
University of Minnesota, Dulutn, Minnesota 55812,

Member of the NCTE Af-‘liate ormation Exc! inge Agreement

MINNESOTA ENGLISH JOURNAL

Published by the Minnesota Council of Teachers of English

Volume XIII, No. 2 Fall, 1977

1.
2

9.

Editor: Anna Lee Stensland, University of Minnesota, Duluth
PubTications Board: George Bellis, St. Cloud University; Marcia

Schug, Peter Hobart School, St. Louis Park; James Keane, St.
Thomas Academy, Mendota Heights; Thomas D. Bacig, University
of Minnesota, Duluth

TABLE OF CONTENTS
A BeGiNNiNg.uueseeeeeesseeesosoosesessesonssescesscassnnsncnsnansl
The State of the Language Arts: Where Are We..... Sl B o 8 IR & 6D

Where Are We Going
Harriet Sheridan, Carleton College, Northfield

. POE: Dreans :0f DUGKS e v sis s s o som sow s siw simne 505 8 65 5.6 sl ovsieor s 297F

Stephen Dunning, University of Michigan

POBM: SUCCRSS e v s v & o v 5 o7 o 6% & 566 wiwis a5 5 16 Sowd W R § W S e .25
Patricia M. Fergus, University of Minnesota

Is Composition DecompoSiNg?..ceeevessssasssasssesenssssssssensslbd
Edward P, J. Corbett, Ohio State University

Book Review: Writing without Teachers, Peter ETbow....vevvues. .47
Patricia M. Fergus, University of Minnesota

Poem: .St.. CTa1 1 SEIEETve s wm o wos s sins e sinse ssmin s SQ@rmmecs w0 & wis wimss wrais D 1K
Stephen Dunning, University of Michigan

An Approach to Designing Writing Assignments.....eveeeeveensss b2
John Schifsky, Scholastic College, Duluth
Eleanor Hoffman, University of Minnesota, Duluth

Book Preferences of Minnesota StudentS....eeiveressecennees o1 |

10. Idea Exchange..... SO RO e R 6 E BE B IR B 6 TR b v §@6 e 9 § 2w DO

11,

The Real World Knocks at the Classroom DOOr.....eeeeeeeessessabb
Dorothy Rutishauser, Edina

*Permission has been granted to MEJ to reprint Stephen Dunnipg's
poems. "“Dreams of Ducks is from Poetry Northwest, Volume 18,
No. 2, Summer, 1977; "St. Clair Street™ 1s from Wind, Volume 7,
No. 26, 1977. -






