
difficulty, 

With the increased emphasis on reading in the content 
area of English, teachers can turn to the ERIC system, 
the source of the preceding information. For additional 
materials and techniques that will fulfill specific 
instructional needs, teachers are invited to peruse ~rch 
in Education (RIE) and Current Index to Journals in --­
Education (CIJE) under the following thesaurus terms: 
Content Reading, English Instruction, Curriculum Guides, 
Critical Reading, Instructional Materials, and Secondary 
Education, 

Leave of Absence 

When parts of your body 
disappear 
for days at a time 
and you never miss them, 
and students watch the clock 
of your face while you talk 
about the ghosts of things 
from another universe, 
and you address yourself 
in the third person 
while everyone else is sleeping, 
and you no longer 
recognize the reflection 
in other people's eyes, 
then 
take a leave 
of absence: 
find out where you've &one to. 

Howard Mohr 
Southwest State, Marshall 

The Onlookers 
By WILLIAM MEISSNER 

We gather, we become . 
a crowd, It is our choice, our duty 
near the curb, to imagine the steel 
folding like tin foil in a fist, 

to stand 

ft it happened, we arrived just a minute a er 
ven before police car doors 

:humped dully as coffin lids, 
At first, the insides of ou: stomachs felt 
something that wanted to quiver, 
the way a severed hand would 
when wrapped tight in plastic, 

we glance at each . other'~ fa7es 
and see a red - light pumping its blood, 
rushing blindly across foreheads. 
We do not know anyone's names, they are strangers; 
yet somehow they are all our friends, 
They were pulled here by the same thin tongue 
that brought us. The burning ee ing: · f 1 · to look at things 
we don't really want to see, 
to hear the hissing engines, a sound 
like a python with its mouth stuffed full 
with plastic bags. 

Could we just as easily have been 
somewhere else, watching 
the noose hug a man's throat on a town square 
or a witch eaten alive by a ring of flame, 
while someone in the back row snaps 
their fingers, a man's bones cracking 
beneath the weight of 
cast stones? 

The thought almost occurs 
that we might have stood 
at the edge of the accident 
for two thousand years, 

We circle the two autos 
that stand surprised, a frozen explosion 
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