
lkinson, Ian; and others. "Silent Reading Reconsidered: Reinterpreting 
Reading Instruction and Its Effects," American Educational Research 
Journal, v25 nl pl27-44 Spr 1988. 

Reanalyzes data from a study on silent classroom reading With 105 LD 
students (aged 6-12 years) using linear structural equation modeling. Con­
cludes t:J:iat_when entry-level abilities are controlled, silent reading does not 
have a significant effect on post-test reading performance. 

lliams, Joanna P. "Identifying Main Ideas: A Basic Aspect of Reading 
Comprehension," Topics in Language Disorders, v8 n3 pl-13 Jun 
1988. 

Asserts that identifying the main points of a communication is funda­
nental to successful reading comprehension. Discusses difficulties in 
iefining main idea, text structure variables in determining important infor­
nation, textual hierarchy and the theory of macrostructure, text features 
,ignallingimportantinformation, summary writing, learning-disabled readers' 
nsensitivity to text importance, and instructional methods. 

IC/RCS FASTBibs are no-cost annotated bibliographies that provide 
ween 20 to 30 current citations focused on selected topics of interest. 
lies include Word Processing and Writing Instruction, Poetiy-Writing 
truction, Writing Apprehension, and Critical Reading and Thinking 
ategies. More that 30 additional topics are available in the areas of 
ater arts, journalism, communication and many other topics in the 
as of reading, Writing, and communication skills. For our complete 
llications brochure, Write to: ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and 
nmunication Skills, 2805 East Tenth Street, Smith Research Center, 
te 150, Bloomington IN 47408-2698. 
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From Our Past 

At the Third Annual Spring Conference held on the campus of the 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, on May 4-5, 1962, concerns ~d 
needs of teachers were addressed: censorship, discussed by David 
Berninghauser, Director of the Library School, University ofMinnesot~, 
Minneapolis; articulation; English for the retarded student; a multi­
sensory approach to the teaching of reading; phonics. in teac?~g 
reading; teaching ofliterature in ungrouped classes; teachmg ofwntmg 
and theater arts. Key speakers at the banquet and luncheon were Brom 
Weber, Professor of English at the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 
who spoke on "American Humor" and Donald K. Smith, Chair of the 
Speech and Theater Arts Department, University of Minnesota, Minne­
apolis, who spoke on "Teaching the English Language." 

During 1962 the Minnesota English Newsletter infonned teachers of 
important developments in education. In September the Newsle_tter 
announced the establishment by the Office of Education of four ProJect 
English Centers, a federal program to improve the teaching of English. 
The University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, was selected as one of the 
centers with Dr. (Stanley) Kegler as director and Dr. (Harold) Allen and 
Dr. (Donald) Smith as associate directors. In other issues the Newsletter 
alerted teachers to censorship problems and the help available through 
two publications- NCTE's The Students' Right to Read and the American 
Library Association's Library Bill of Rights. In addition, it reported on 
recommendations of the State Language Arts Advisory Committee, 
explained new certification requirements and copyright laws, and rec­
ognized state winners of the NCTE Achievement Aw~ds _Program. The 
Newsletter also editorialized on the need for school districts to release 
teachers to attend educational conferences and to subsidize travel 
expenses for teachers attending conferences. 

On April 26-27, 1963, at the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, the 
Fourth Annual Spring Conference focused on the implications of Project 
English in evaluating high school curriculum. Three resolutions were 
adopted: 

1. MCTE expressed support of the recommendations of the State 
Language Arts Advisory Committee regarding standards and certifi­
cation. 

2. MCTE supported the recommendations of the Committee on Fifth Year 
Programs. 

3. MCTEsupportedNCTE'spublication, TheStudents' RighttoReadand 
the philosophy upon which it was based. 



ring the presidency of Anna Lee Stensland in 1963-1964, MCTE 
ched out for more members, expanded its activities to serve teachers 
l exerted more influence on the profession. Dr. Stensland urged local 
l area organizations and affiliates to fill a number of needs of English/ 
~uage arts teachers by disseminating information about new subject 
:ter and new approaches to learning; by learning of interesting and 
1able programs neighboring schools were working on; by reducing 
:hing loads; and by fighting censorship. 

ranuary, 1964, two helpful reports appeared - a directory of MCTE 
nbers published in the Minnesota English Newsletter and results of 
1rvey by the Articulation Committee of college freshman English 
~ams. 

action of an aggressive council was shown at the Fifth Annual Spring 
ference held at St. Cloud on April 17-18, 1964. MCTE passed a 
llution supporting the work of the State Language Arts Advisory 
1mittee to upgrade the profession by requiring those teaching in their 
ors to earn a major in seven years. The State Advisory Committee on 
~her Education earlier had rejected this proposal. Other resolutions 
~ht means to improve articulation between elementary and secondary 
between secondary and college teachers and explore ways of 

blishing closer unity between MCTE and its affiliates. MCTE 
,gnized five high schools for their excellent English programs -
bault, Hopkins, Northfield, North St. Paul, and the University of 
nesota, Minneapolis. 

:erpt from:) A History of the Minnesota CouncilofTeachers of English: 
First 1wenty-Five Years by Edna C. Downing. 
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An Invitation 

The College of St. Scholastica, Duluth, Minnesota, will again off er in 
1991 Growing Up American, a summer institute in the humanities for 
elementary school teachers from Minnesota, North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Wisconsin. The institute is funded in part by a grant from 
the National Endowment for the Humanities. For more infomation write 
Leo Hertzel and John Schifsky, College of St. Scholastica, 1200 Kenwood 
Avenue, Duluth, Minnesota 55811. 

Call for Papers 

The Southeastern Writing Center Association celebrates its first decade 
of service during its 11th annual meeting, April 11-13, 1991, in 
Birmingham, Alabama. The Conference theme is :"Writing beyond the 
Curriculum: Approaching the 21st Century." The keynote speaker will 
be Elaine Maiman, Dean of Experimental Programs. Queens College, 
CUNY. 

Proposals should address how the writing center of the l 980's has 
prepared writers for success in approaching the 21st century; how the 
experiences of writing center tutors and their clients have affected their 
lives after graduation; how writing center directors can serve the 
community as consultants to business, industry, and the health pro­
fessions; or how the focus of the writing center during the 1990's will 
expand beyond the curriculum of the 1970's (remediation pedagogies) 
and the 1980's (process pedagogies). Papers on related topics will be 
considered. Send proposals to: Dr. David W.Chapman, Associate 
Professor of English and Director, Writing across the Curriculum, 
Samford University, Box 2207, Birmingham, AL 35229. Deadline for 
submissions: January 15, 1991. 




