What If?

What if for a reckless hour

we smothered our consuming passion

to invade every nook and corner

of the world, weigh, measure, add it ups
what if, for once, we ceased

to arrange and organize and regulate

and turn all to practical account;

what if we gave up our stored up

and sorted-out intelligence,

shut down the computers

that measure the GNP, ended mass
production, forgot about sending men

to the moon, and gave up our grasping,
manipulative spirit, our calculative reason;
if, even for a moment,

we no longer approached the world

as something to be attacked and conquered,
escaped our stupor of knowledge,

but accepted instead

the simple enchantment of say

the windness of the wind,

the treeness of trees,

acquiesced to what they have to say,
abandoned ourselves and opened ourselves
to mystery--

would the world which now seems to be only
an inert and vast collocation of facts,

a cold vacuity, speechless,

touch us with insight,

enthrall our alienated heart

and sing jubilant alleluias

to the mystery of being
with the simplicity of its sheer presence?
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Approximately 3300 years apoy 8 poettpr?phegggrzizf
named (perhaps) Moses, wrote: In the.beglnnlngh gl
ated the heaven and the earth,” Late"1n t?e l§t e
the German speculator Herder wrote: We live tﬁ a : o
we ourselves create,” In 1893, Anton Chekov, i geZter
cian-story teller-playwright, wr?te 1? a_perso?i.s Sovile,
to a friend: "I'll begin by saying I'm i1l. S
disgusting illness, not syphilis, sometyln% Yor:n't smor-
rhoids-~pain, itching, and nervous tensm.?n,'bkcS I
walk, and my whole body is so irritated it make s
to slip a noose around my neck. I feel th?t nod U Was
to understand me and that everyone is stuplq ant e
Herbert Dingle, in his last ad@ress"as pre§1den e
Royal Astronomical Society, said: "'The unlverszs.a; ot
a hypothetical entity of w?ich wha;ows SES:§Zeagain, e

negligible part. . . In cosmolog €
?;thhi%osgpherspof the Middle Ages, facing a w;:i? 3i$ost
entirely unknown," The keen observgr.of bees, arl von
Frisch, wrote: '"The evolution of living nature has bee
going on on this earth for millions of years, ans e
is no reason why it should stop now. Man.tqo,ha ey
of living nature is bound by its laws. lee.t etaSkS of’
Man has to adapt himself daily to the demanding

”"

life. o+ &«

These five assertions could h?ve bean tSEenétzzzh
slightly different wordings, from f%v?~~or 50 J-;f reing
sources. Each of them declares a vision, a way.cu1um -
ourselves, others, and our environment, A.currleCIectic
a vision, The curriculum,l announce here 1; anI e At
vision; from each of the five asserted worlds,

suits me.,

iests
1. From the God created world, where teachers azd g;;iino’
I take the vision of hell at the bOttOT of Dante Son J;das,
where Satan stands locked in jce; chewing forever
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